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Replacing a Bathroom Vanity
From "Ask DIY"

episode ADI-515 -- More Projects »
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Q: Our bathroom vanity has seen better days. I would like to replace it. 

Can you tell me how?

A: (Sharon Hanby-Robie, Ask DIY Remodeling expert) There are some 

great new styles on the market, and it's possible to find something in just 

about anyone's price range. I recommend that you replace the sink and 

countertop at the same time -- you can ruin a new vanity by trying to 

make your old countertop work on it.

Here are the steps you'll need to follow: 

1.  Shut off the water and disconnect the supply lines (figure A). Use 

a bucket to catch any water that drips from the supply lines and 

the p-trap (the white curved pipe in the center) (figure B).

2.  Loosen the caulk between the vanity and the wall with a utility 

knife (figure C). You may have to go all the way down to the floor 

on the sides to remove all the caulk. Remove the countertop very 

carefully so as not to damage the wall (you may need a helper for 

this step, especially if the countertop is large).

3.  Loosen the screws attaching the vanity to the wall (figure D). (A 

cordless screwdriver makes it easier to do this step.) Remove the 

screws, being careful not to strip them. Remove the old vanity.

4.  Locate the wall studs and make marks for new screw holes (figure 

E). (Make the marks for the studs a little higher than the top of the 

new vanity.)
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5.  It's very important to make sure the vanity is flush against the 

wall. You'll need to use shims and a carpenter's level for this step.

6.  Once the vanity is positioned, attach it to the wall with 2-1/2" 

wallboard screws (figure F).

7.  Tip: Before you attach the new vanity top, install the new faucet. It 

will make the job go faster in the long run -- and it's one less time 

that you'll have to get under the sink!

8.  Use tub-and-tile caulk to secure the vanity top to the base (figure 

G). 

9.  Reconnect the plumbing (figure H) (this is also a good opportunity 

to replace the p-trap). Teflon (T) tape makes the connections 

easier and tighter (figure I).

10.  Carefully apply a thin line of caulk around the countertop edges 

(figure J ). Be meticulous with this job -- the caulk will be highly 

visible, so neatness really counts. 

RESOURCES:

Recessed bathroom fixtures

Model: #IW-103, #IW-104, #IW-105 shown

InWall Creations

InWall Creations

Santa Rosa, CA 95402

Phone: 707-544-5452

Fax: 707-544-0719

Website: www.inwallcreations.com

The Complete Book of Kitchen and Bathroom Renovation

Model: 0783552912

Author: Time-Life Books (Editor)

1998
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Figure J

Time Life Books

Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: 703-838-7233

Fax: 703-518-4124

The Bathroom Idea Book

Model: 1561583138 

Author: Andrew Wormer

1999

The Taunton Press Inc

Newtown, CT 06470

Phone: 203-426-8171

Fax: 203-426-3434

Email: service@taunton.com

DK Home Design Workbooks: Bathroom

Model: 0789435268

Author: Suzanne Ardley

DK Publishing, 1999

The Great American Bathroom Book (3 Volume Set)

Model: 1880184044 

Author: Steve Anderson

(1992) 

Compact Classics

Universal Kitchen and Bathroom Planning: Design That Adapts to People

Model: 0070499802

Author: Mary Jo Peterson

(1998) 

McGraw-Hill Companies

New York, NY 10020

Phone: 212-512-2000

Email: webmaster@mcgraw-hill.com

●     ALSO IN THIS EPISODE:

Hedge Border

Carpet/Vinyl FAQ

Ferns
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Hand-Rubbed Finishes

Replacing a Kitchen Faucet
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